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in 1143 robert of ketton produced the first latin translation of the qur an this translation
extant in 24 manuscripts was one of the main ways in which latin european readers
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had access to the muslim holy book yet it was not the only means of transmission of
quranic stories and concepts to the latin world there were other medieval translations
into latin of the qur an and of christian polemical texts composed in arabic which
transmitted elements of the qur an often in a polemical  mode the essays in this
volume examine the range of medieval latin transmission of the qur an and reaction to
the  qur  an  by  concentrating  on  the  manuscript  traditions  of  medieval  qur  an
translations  and  anti  islamic  polemics  in  latin  we  see  how  the  arabic  text  was
transmitted and studied in medieval europe we examine the strategies of translators
who struggled to find a proper vocabulary and syntax to render quranic terms into
latin at times showing miscomprehensions of the text or willful distortions for polemical
purposes these translations and interpretations by latin authors working primarily in
twelfth and thirteenth century spain were the main sources of information about islam
for european scholars until  well into the sixteenth century when they were printed
reused and commented this volume presents a key assessment of a crucial chapter in
european understandings of islam

beatrice s last smile is a sweeping narrative history of the medieval west from the
beginning of the third century to the beginning of the sixteenth this book focuses on
slow  formation  of  latin  christendom  over  a  millennium  in  the  aftermath  of  the
disintegration  of  the  western  roman  empire  beatrice  s  last  smile  is  a  sweeping
narrative history of the medieval west from the beginning of the third century to the
beginning of the sixteenth the reader travels from the mediterranean to the north sea
from the nile to the volga from north africa to the central asia until finally ending inthe
americas through a focus on slow formation of latin christendom over a millennium in
the aftermath of the disintegration of the western roman empire beatrice s last smile is
a history of holiness which includes judaism and the revelations of muhammad the
narrative moves from the violencewithin fifth century britain and gaul to the hundred
years war between england and france from the plague of the sixth century to the
black death of the fourteenth from the first crusaders sacking jerusalem to the spanish
capturing tenochtitlan from viking raids to mongol invasions from theinquisitons into
heresy to the trials of witches from a third century christian mother dying in a roman
arena to the immolation of joan of arc in the fifteenth from an ancient universe
without heaven and hell to a medieval cosmos with a fiery inferno and a shimmering
paradise over these centuriesthere is an emphasis on individual men and women and
their stories woven together with the story of the emergence of a distinctive western
culture

over the course of the early middle ages christianity changed politics and politics
changed  christianity  christianity  emerged  in  the  pagan  roman empire  and  early
christians  consequently  developed  a  secular  understanding  of  politics  where  the
religious  identity  of  their  ruler  was  irrelevant  by  the  time  the  synthesis  of  early
medieval christianity was achieved in the ninth century carolingian empire however a
new model of christian kingship had emerged linking the legitimacy of a ruler to the
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quality of their christianity conor o brien traces the slow complex and only ever partial
way in which the concept of christian kingship arose in the latin west over the five
centuries  up  to  840  taking  a  comparative  approach  that  is  sensitive  to  regional
variation and the interconnected nature of  the post  imperial  latin  west  the book
presents a novel overview of the transformations of both religion and politics in the
early middle ages drawing on recent anthropology and global history approaches to
sacred kingship it takes seriously both continuity and change over time to show how
the relationship between early medieval christianity and kingship was above all driven
by people s search for good government christian kingship arose in societies where it
proved a useful mechanism for addressing the relationship between the ruler and the
ruled in doing so the rise of christian kingship in the early medieval west provides not
just a rich reconstruction grounded in the primary evidence of changes in political
thought and practice in the early middle ages but also contributes to wider historical
discussions about secularity sacred kingship and the relationship between politics and
religion

this book offers a fresh appraisal of muhammad that considers the widest possible
history of the ways in which christians have assessed his prophethood to medieval
christian communities muhammad the leader of a religious and political community
that grew quickly and with relative success was an enigma did god really send him as
a prophet with a revelation was the political success of the community he founded a
divine validation or were he and his followers inspired by something evil despite their
attempts  modern  christians  continued  to  be  puzzled  by  muhammad the  qur  an
provided a framework for understanding and honouring jesus was it  possible for
christians  to  reciprocate  with  regard  to  muhammad this  book  applies  the  same
analysis  to  both  medieval  and  modern  assessments  of  muhammad  in  order  to
demonstrate the continuities and disparities present in literature from the two eras

eulogius d 859 a priest living under islamic rule in c rdoba is our principal source for
the so called c rdoban martyrs movement 850 859 in the course of which forty eight
christians were decapitated for religious offenses against islam the majority of the
victims  were  condemned for  blasphemy having  deliberately  flouted  proscriptions
against public expressions of disrespect for muhammad interestingly enough the c
rdoban christian community was not of one mind when it came to interpreting such
provocative acts while some were inclined to embrace the executed christians as
martyrs of the classic roman type others criticized them as self immolators whose
unprovoked outbursts only complicated the working relationship between the christian
community and the muslim authorities the writings of eulogius which were designed to
record the deaths and present them as legitimate martyrdoms allow both for the
reconstruction of christian life under muslim rule and an appreciation for the range of
christian attitudes toward islam in ninth century al spain they also capture eulogius self
conscious effort to construct a saint cult despite the absence of wide support for the
martyrs this is the first complete rendering of eulogius writings into english and will be
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a valuable resource for historians and theologians alike

eulogius d 859 a priest living under islamic rule in córdoba is our principal source for
the so called córdoban martyrs movement 850 859 in the course of which forty eight
christians were decapitated for religious offenses against islam the majority of the
victims  were  condemned for  blasphemy having  deliberately  flouted  proscriptions
against  public  expressions  of  disrespect  for  muhammad interestingly  enough the
córdoban christian community was not of one mind when it came to interpreting such
provocative acts while some were inclined to embrace the executed christians as
martyrs of the classic roman type others criticized them as self immolators whose
unprovoked outbursts only complicated the working relationship between the christian
community and the muslim authorities the writings of eulogius which were designed to
record the deaths and present them as legitimate martyrdoms allow both for the
reconstruction of christian life under muslim rule and an appreciati

argues that after the rise of islam in the seventh century christian jewish relations
cannot be understood apart from christian islamic relations shows that the outburst of
antisemitism in western europe after 1000 was due primarily not to the deicide charge
or socio economic rivalry but to the clash between christianity and islam in which jews
were seen as dangerous allies of the muslims analyzes the anti jewish and anti muslim
polemical literature the spanish inquisition too was motivated by racial and political
motives in persecuting the conversos who were sincere converts the unprecedented
mass conversions of the jews of spain and southern italy in the late middle ages can
also be explained by the attraction of spanish christian culture with its strong muslim
influence

the collections of the advocates library with the exception of its  legal  books and
manuscripts were given by the advocates to the national library of scotland in 1925
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